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from the beginning been carried on with, as much vigour, and as great care Chapter 56.
of our trade, as was confident with our fafety at home, and with the cir-
eumftances we were in at the beginning of the war. If our attacks upon
the enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been fo vigorous or fo
frequent as they ought to have been, thofe only are to blame who have for
many years been haranguing againft flanding armies; for without afufficient
number of regular troops in proportion to the numbers kept up by our neigh-
bours, I am fure, we can neither defend ourfeives, nor offend our enemies*
On the fuppofed mifcarriages of the war, fo unfairly ftated, and fo unjuftly
imputed to me, I could, with great eafe, frame an incontrovertible defence ;
but as I have trefpafled fo long on the time of the houfe, I fhall not weaken
the effeft of that forcible exculpation fo generoufly and difintereftly adr-
vanced by the right honourable gentleman who fo meritoriouily prefides at
the admiralty*

"If my whole adminiftration is to be fcrutinifed and arraigned, why arc
the moft favourable parts to be omitted ? If fa<5ts are to be accumulated on
one fide, why not on the other ? And why may not I be permitted to fpeak in
my own favour $ Was I not called by the voice of the king and the nation
to remedy the fatal efie&s of the South Sea project, and to fupport de-
clining credit? Was I not placed at the head of the treafury, when the re-
venues were in the grp^eft confufion? Is credit revived, and does it .now
flourifli ? Is it not at an incredible height, and if fo, to whom muft that cir-
eurnftance be attributed ? Has not tranquillity been preferved both at home ,
and abroad, notwithflandmg a moft unreafonable and violent opposition?
Has the true intereft of the nation been purfued, or has trade flourifhed?
Have gentlemen produced one inftance of this exorbitant power, of the in-
$upee which I extend to all parts of the nation, of the tyranny with which
I Apprefs thofe who oppofe, and the liberality with which I reward thofe
who fupport me ? But having firft invefted me with a kind of mock dignity,
and ftylcd me a prime minifter, they impute to me an unpardonable abufe
of that chimerical authority which they only have created and conferred.*1 If
they are really perfuaded that the army is annually eftabliflied by me, that I
have the fole difpofal of pofts and honours, that I employ this pdwer in the
defkrudion of liberty, and the Diminution of commerce, let me awaken them
from their delufion. Let m* expofe to their view the feal condition of die
public weal; let me {hew them that the crown has made no encroachments,
that, all fupplies have been granted by parliament, that all queftions have
teem debated with the fame freedom as before the fatal period, in which my
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